Solid-pseudopapillary neoplasm of the pancreas with massive central calcification in an old man.
Solid-pseudopapillary neoplasm (SPN) is a rare pancreatic tumor primarily affecting women in their twenties. It is characterized by a well-demarcated or encapsulated mass, indolent behavior and favorable prognosis. Capsular or punctate calcification is occasionally observed. Reported herein is a case of SPN of the pancreas with massive calcification in a 76-year-old Japanese man. Macroscopically, the pancreatic tumor appeared to be a simple calcified nodule, but histological examination revealed that it was an epithelioid tumor with massive calcification. The tumor cells, forming nests and cords, had eosinophilic cytoplasm and small eccentric nuclei. They were immunohistochemically positive for vimentin, CD56 and neuron-specific enolase. Nuclear accumulation of beta-catenin protein and a point mutation of the beta-catenin gene by genomic DNA sequencing confirmed that the tumor was SPN. This is a very rare case of pancreatic SPN with massive calcification in an old man.